Flurry of awards for Boeing Supplier Diversity program
The month of March produced a series of proud moments for Boeing as the company’s efforts to enhance opportunities for small and disadvantaged business have been spotlighted at events in Seattle and San Antonio. 

First, Boeing was honored as the 2010 National Corporation of the Year by the Northwest Minority Supplier Development Council (NWSDC) at an event in Seattle. The award recognized Boeing for demonstrating an exceptional level of commitment to supplier diversity, based on purchasing programs and development opportunities for Minority Business Enterprises. 

At the same event, John Blacknall, Supplier Diversity leader for Boeing Shared Services, also received the organization’s Robert L. Ryan award. The Ryan award is named after the founder of the Council (and former Boeing employee) who pioneered programs for minority business development. Blacknall was recognized for his strong leadership and advocacy in promoting opportunities for minority-owned businesses.

A week later, the San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind presented Boeing with its 2009 Commercial Partner of the Year Award. The Lighthouse produces insulation blankets for Boeing’s KC-135. Mike Gilliam, CEO of the organization, stated: “The Commercial Partner of the Year Award is being bestowed upon Boeing because of our close working relationship and for their staunch support of the AbilityOne Program and diversity suppliers like the SALB. Boeing has been a proven leader in the business community when it comes to encouraging, mentoring and utilizing diversity suppliers.” 

The AbilityOne Program is a federal initiative to help people who are blind or have other severe disabilities find meaningful employment. The San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind is one of the largest AbilityOne agencies in the country, employing 250 blind and severely vision-impaired workers.



      


Photo 1: Joan Robinson-Berry, director of BDS Strategic Work Placement and Jim Wigfall, vice president of SSG Supplier Management with the NWMSDC award and Boeing representatives. Darien Chin photo.

Photo 2: Mike Gilliam, CEO San Antonio Lighthouse, (left) presents a Waterford Crystal Lighthouse to Michael Wright, KC-135 program manager.
